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"Notarial seal", (i) a physical image or impression affixed, stamped or 

embossed on a tangible record; or (ii) an electronic image attached to, or 

logically associated with, an electronic record. 

"Oath", a notarial act, or part thereof, that is legally equivalent to an 

affirmation and in which an individual, at a single time, appears in person 

before a notary public, is identified by the notary public through 

satisfactory evidence of identity and takes a vow of truthfulness or fidelity 

under the penalties of perjury by invoking a deity. 

"Official misconduct", a violation of sections 13 to 24, inclusive, or 

any other general or special law in connection with a notarial act or a 

notary public's performance of an official act in a manner found to be 

grossly negligent or against the public interest. 

"Personal knowledge of identity", familiarity with an individual 

resulting from interactions with that individual over a period of time 

sufficient to ensure beyond doubt that the individual is the person whose 

identity is claimed. 

"Principal", a person whose signature is notarized or a person taking an 

oath or affirmation before a notary public. 

"Record", information that is inscribed on a tangible medium or that is 

stored in an electronic or other medium and is retrievable in perceivable 

form. 

"Regular place of work or business", a place where an individual spends a 

substantial portion of their working or business hours. 

"Remotely-located individual", an individual who is not in the physical 

presence of the notary public who performs a notarial act pursuant to section 

28. 

"Satisfactory evidence of identity", identification of an individual 

based on: (i) at least 1 current document issued by a United States or state 

government agency bearing the photographic image of the individual's face and 

signature; (ii) the oath or affirmation of a credible witness unaffected by 

the document or transaction who is personally known to the notary public and 

who personally knows the individual; or (iii) identification of an individual 

based on the notary public's personal knowledge of the identity of the 

principal; provided, however, that for a person who is not a United States 

citizen, "satisfactory evidence of identity" shall mean identification of an 

individual based on a valid passport or other government-issued document 

evidencing the individual's nationality or residence and which bears a 

photographic image of the individual's face and signature. For purposes of a 
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